
LAYOUT
BASICS



Layout & Design Basics

GOALS:

● Grab the viewer's attention

● Communicate your message

● Easy to understand



The Rules.



White space: 

Negative space. The portion 
of a page left unmarked: 
margins, gutters, and space 
between columns, lines of 
type, graphics, figures, or 
objects drawn or depicted.



Avoid ‘busy’ layouts:  

too much detail can cause 
your item to be distracting.  
Your message can get lost.



Hierarchy: 

Most important elements 
are the largest (headlines, 
titles) and less important 
elements are smaller





Optical center: 

Area on the page that is 
slightly higher than the 
midpoint.  (Upper left is 
usually read first)



Visual Path: 

The way, or 
direction, your eye 
moves within the 
piece.  

Horizontal, Vertical, 
Diagonal, Z shape, or C 
shape.









What do you think?







Resources.







SANS SERIF = NO SERIF





Don’t forget to use our 
class website!

www.mizgreenwood.weebly.com   >   HELP   >   Design & Craftsmanship

http://www.mizgreenwood.weebly.com

